
 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is a Case of Name Change in Turkey in 
2023? 

In Turkey, changing one’s name can be a complex process. Several legal requirements must be 
met, and the process can vary depending on the circumstances. In this post, we’ll take a closer 
look at name change cases in Turkey and what you need to know. 

Legal Requirements for Changing Your Name in Turkey 

This subject is Article 27 of the Turkish Civil Code No. 4721: 

“Only valid reasons may be presented to the judge when requesting a name change.” 

In Turkey, changing your name is regulated by the Civil Code and the Population Services Law. 
The legal requirements for changing your name depending on your circumstances. Here are 
some of the most common situations: 

1. Change of Name After Marriage: In Turkey, women can take their husband’s surnames 
after marriage. This can be done by submitting a request to the Population Directorate, 
along with the necessary documents (marriage certificate, identification documents, 
etc.). 

2. Change of Name After Divorce: After a divorce, a woman can change her surname back to 
her maiden name. This can be done by submitting a request to the Population Directorate, 
along with the necessary documents (divorce certificate, identification documents, etc.). 
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3. Change of Name for Minors: Parents can request a name change for their minor children 
by submitting a request to the Population Directorate, along with the necessary 
documents (birth certificate, identification documents, etc.). 

4. Change of Name for Adults: Adults can change their names by submitting a request to the 
Population Directorate, along with the necessary documents (identification documents, 
reasons for the name change, etc.). 

Reasons for Changing Your Name in Turkey 

In Turkey, there are several valid reasons for changing your name. Some of the most common 
reasons include: 

1. Religious Reasons: A person may wish to change their name to reflect their religious 
beliefs. 

2. Cultural Reasons: A person may wish to change their name to reflect their cultural 
identity. 

3. Gender Identity: A person may wish to change their name to reflect their gender identity. 
4. Personal Reasons: A person may wish to change their name for personal reasons, such as 

disliking their current name or wanting to start fresh. 
The Name Change Process in Turkey 

The process for changing your name in Turkey can vary depending on your circumstances. In 
general, the process involves the following steps: 

1. Prepare the Necessary Documents: You will need to gather the necessary documents, 
such as identification documents, marriage or divorce certificates, etc. 

2. Submit Your Request: You will need to submit your request to the Population Directorate, 
along with the necessary documents. 

3. Wait for Approval: The Population Directorate will review your request and may ask for 
additional information or documents. 

4. Receive Your New ID: If your request is approved, you will receive a new ID card with 
your new name. 

How to Alter Your Turkish ID Name 

There are two fundamental ways to change one’s name; 

• To file a lawsuit for a name change, 
• Submitting a written application to the Population Directorate 

Conclusion 

Changing your name in Turkey can be a complex process, but it is possible with the right 
guidance and support. If you are considering changing your name, or need assistance with a 
name change case, contact our law firm for expert advice and representation. We can help you 
navigate the legal requirements and ensure that your rights are protected throughout the 
process. 

https://www.bayraktarattys.com/contact-us/
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